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Background
• Elder abuse is a common challenging issues in both developed and developing
countries around the world that involves issues such as health, justice, ethics, and
human rights.
• Discussion about ethical principles is complex, because they are based on the
culture in each society.
• Identifying and reporting the abuse is a challenging issue. Discussion about elder
abuse reporting is not limited to the social context, but it necessitates awareness
about medication, law execution, and social services. All professionals who have
relationships with elderly patients regarding treatment and law execution should
assume the ethical responsibility to protect them against harm.
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Conclusion
• Healthcare professionals working with elderly patients in abusive and
neglectful circumstances, have the challenge to balance the duty to protect
the safety of the vulnerable elder with the victim’s right to confidentiality and
self-determination.
• Like many ethical dilemmas the goal will essentially be to respectfully come
to a conclusion which is the least harmful to the vulnerable patient.

